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April Members Concert 
Hope and Resurrection 
embers of the Denver Rocky Mountain 
Chapter will present an organ concert on 

Friday evening, April 23, 2021 at Calvary Baptist 
Church. The program has as its theme Hope and 
Resurrection, a reflection on the day of Easter, 
and the emergence of our lives post pandemic.   

Program 
Saraband (For the morning of Easter) 
 Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 

Denise Lanning 

Symphony II, op. 20 Louis Vierne (1870-1937) 
 Choral  

Norman Sutphin 

Twenty-Four Pieces in Free-Style, op. 31 Louis Vierne 
 Berceuse 

Kathryn Walsh 

Choral-Improvisation on ‘’Victimae paschali’’  
  Charles Tournemire (1870-1939) 
 (transcribed by Maurice Duruflé)  

Linda Mack 

Pageant Leo Sowerby (1895-1968) 
Faythe Freese 

The week before the concert, you will receive a 
link to the live stream. At that time, we anticipate 
that current restrictions may be lifted, and we can 
invite our membership to attend in person without 
limited audience size. However, the live stream 
option will still be available for those who may not 
be ready to gather in a larger group. 
Calvary Baptist Church is located at 6500 East 
Girard Avenue, Denver, CO 80224. This is at the 
intersection of Hampden and Monaco. Plentiful 
parking is available. 

The Dean’s Mixture 

s I write this article, crocus are peeking up 
through a record snowstorm. I, like many 

colleagues have recorded most, if not all of our 
services for Easter. As I have said in earlier 
columns, many of us are reflecting on the past year 
and are beginning to jump to 
the “normal” future. 
Hopeful as that is, even 
more hopeful is that we will 
be armed with a toolbox of 
new tools. As Michael 
Bedford, President of the 
National AGO said in his 
most recent column in the 
TAO,  

Looking ahead, I see our greatest takeaway 
from this time as a new chance for outreach. 
When we find ourselves able to come together 
in churches and homes, I hope we can 
combine these face-to-face meetings with the 
technology we have learned through the 
pandemic and make more of our meetings 
available for viewing by our overall 
membership.  

Our local chapter has begun this discussion. 
We purchased a ZOOM account intending to 
continue virtual Board meetings. This has paid off 
already as several nominees for next year’s Board 
are more able to participate based on this change. 
In addition, our music will be heard and 
appreciated by more people because of this new 
accessibility.   
Other things going on in our chapter. The 
Summer Organ Scholarship Program is back after 
a year. It is exciting to know that we will be 
hearing soon from applicants, assigning them to 
teachers and finally hearing them in concert next 
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fall. Stay tuned for more information about this 
wonderful program and opportunity. Under the 
direction of Denise Lanning, Chapter Education 
Coordinator, each Board member is working on 
some aspect of the program. There will be many 
opportunities to help with this program. A first 
need is to establish the faculty for the program. If 
you are interested in teaching in this program, 
please contact Cheryl Saborsky - 
saborsky4pianos@msn.com  
The Program Committee is continuing the 
excellent programs of the 20-21 season while 
firming up programs for the 2021-2022 season.  
Our annual membership concert will be held in 
April. It will be available virtually. If the COVID 
restrictions change, there may be an opportunity 
to attend in-person. As with all things-COVID, 
stay tuned for the final decision regarding in-
person attendance,  
Our chapter’s grant applications to SCFD have 
been completed by Carole Hedrick and her 
committee. Stay tuned for updates as they occur.  
Please notice that our Education Coordinator, 
Denise Lanning has embarked on the project to 
introduce us all to the National AGO’s website. 
The website is full of important information about 
AGO and its resources. Watch for her monthly 
articles!  
In the meantime, have a blessed Easter!   
Billie Busby Smith, Dean  

In This Issue 
n spite of limitations imposed by the now year-
long Covid-19 pandemic, this issue of The 

Drawknob shows that there is a lot of activity in 
the AGO chapter. There is an announcement of an 
April concert as well as reports on events in 
February and March. An important feature is the 
announcement of candidates for chapter office, to 
be elected in May. Take a moment to get 
acquainted with these people in biographies 
beginning on page 5. Not spent much 
time at agohq.org, the national 
organization website? Denise Lanning 
continues her exploration of it. And 
remember that we benefit from SCFD 
funds, and be grateful. 
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February Program 
Mountains & Plains 

n February 19, 
2021, the chapter 

sponsored a virtual 
Zoom presentation 
entitled Music in the 
Mountains and the 
Plains: A Brief 
History of the Pipe 
Organ in Colorado. 
Organist Daniel 
Romero explained how 
Colorado’s boom-and-
bust economy and the region’s geographic 
isolation impacted organ building in the state. 
Romero used historic photographs to illustrate 
Colorado’s significant organs. In particular he 
discussed the state’s first organ built by Charles 
Anderson in 1890 at Our Merciful Savior Church 
in Denver. A performance followed by Romero 
and fellow organist Linda Mack who played 
music of French composer Theodore Dubois and 
British composer Charles Villiers Stanford. 
Thirty-five viewers joined the program virtually. 
Jill Dodds 
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The Journey Continues . . . 
n January, as part of the promise to myself to 
explore the national AGO website during this 

time of lockdown/quarantine, I wrote on the 
category ABOUT, the far left topic, which 
provides us with information on the history and 
mission of the Guild, and the many reasons for 
membership. This month, moving from left to 
right, I am reporting to you on the category 
MEMBERSHIP, with several interesting 
dropdowns. 
Welcome New Members caught my eye. It is what 
it says it is. It is a list of new members, by chapter, 
from across the country. I did not see anyone that 
I knew, but you might know someone on the list. 
This is a great way to make each new AGO 
member immediately feel that they are part of the 
Guild, by mentioning their membership on the 
national website. 
Under Chapter Websites, you can quickly find the 
website of any chapter in the country and across 
the world. The AGO has chapters in Finland, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, Sydney, Taiwan, and a 
European Chapter. Out of curiosity, I decided to 
take a look at Singapore and Cincinnati. 
Singapore recently offered a webinar on the New 
Oxford Organ Method, and Cincinnati, as does 
our own DRMC, offers a list of area organ 
instructors. Both chapters include links to 
information on organs around the area.   

Chapter Leadership Toolkits has that nuts and 
bolts sound about it, and sure enough, it is a very 
lengthy “how-to” subject list for our chapter 
leadership folks. Primary topics include board 
management, programming, new members on-
boarding (with life jackets?), finances and 
communications.  
So, please continue your own exploration through 
the national website, and be surprised at what you 
discover. 

Denise Lanning, FAGO  
DRMC Education Coordinator  
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March Organ Tour 
n March 6 the Denver Rocky Mountain 
Chapter together with Historic Denver, Inc. 

presented the 9th Annual Pipe Organ Tour which 
featured three historic churches in the Capitol Hill 
neighborhood of Denver. In keeping with Covid-
19 protocols, attendance was limited to 50 
participants who wore masks and maintained 
social distancing. Our first stop was the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception where 
Director of Music and Organist Phil Bordeleau 
spoke about the Kimball Pipe Organ’s history and 
demonstrated its variety of colors by playing 
among other pieces the “Gigue” Fugue of J.S. 
Bach and the Finale from Tchaikovsky’s Fourth 
Symphony! The organ was originally installed in 
1912 and was rebuilt and restored in 1996 by the 
Morel Pipe Organ Company. Mr. Bordeleau’s 
presentation can be viewed at Demo | Facebook.  
Next we stopped at the First Baptist Church of 
Denver where Minister of Music and Organist 
Eric Reagan played a patriotic medley, hymns, 
and a few Fred Bock arrangements to demonstrate 
the Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ’s contrasting 
divisions, their locations, and gems like the 
glockenspiel, chimes, zimbelstern, and Aeolian-
Skinner Tuba. Afterward, participants entered the 
chancel to ask questions, hear, and see the organ 
up close; it is the largest of its kind in Colorado 
with 6100 pipes. Finally, at the Scottish Rite 
Center, Organist Charles Shaeffer performed on 
the W.W. Kimball Pipe Organ whose 1496 pipes 
are hidden above the ceiling of the huge 
auditorium. The music he played illustrated both 
the classical and theatre aspects of the organ; it 
included Stranger in Paradise, Gounod’s Funeral 
March of a Marionette, and Soler’s The 
Emperor’s Fanfare. Many thanks to AGO Sub-
Dean Ricki Vorrath-Moyer and Historic Denver’s 
Alison Salutz for organizing this fine event. 

Immaculate Conception 
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First Baptist 

 

 
Scottish Rite Center 

 

 

Coming Events 
The Light Is Shining 
Sunday, May 23, 4:00 p.m. 
First Plymouth Congregational Church will host 
the Denver Brass and organist Ricki Vorrath-
Moyer in a concert celebrating the end of a 
difficult year. We are seeing the light at the end of 
the tunnel, with the Denver population being 
vaccinated, and restrictions slowly being lifted. A 
light is shining for our future as performers and as 
a chapter. The live-streamed program will include 
a Service of Remembrance, as well as the 
installation of officers. 

Livestream Concerts at the 
Cathedral Basilica 

Sunday, April 11, 3:00 P.M. “Early Spanish 
Guitar and Organ Music. Stephen Waechter, 
guitar, and Robert Klimeck, organ. This is a 
unique collaborative program of 16th century 
guitar repertoire from Spain, and early organ 
manuscripts from Spanish cathedrals. Included 
will be a duet written by Robert Klimeck for the 
guitar and organ. Klimeck is a Colorado School of 
Mines teaching professor, organist and clinician in 
musicology. Stephen Waechter is a classical 
guitarist who has concertized throughout the USA 
and beyond. He teaches at Metropolitan State 
University as well as the University of Northern 
Colorado. See link on our concert page 
www.denvercathedral.org/concerts 
Sunday, April 25, 3:00 P.M. Alleluia! Christ Is 
Arisen. Jennifer Rose, soprano, and Daniel 
Romero, organ. Music for the Easter Season 
featuring liturgical texts for Easter. Gregorian 
chants, and music by Andriessen, G. F. Handel, 
Tournemire, Lode Van Dessel, Flor Peeters, and 
W. A. Mozart. Ms. Rose has a vocal performance 
degree from Metropolitan State University and 
has served at important churches in the Denver 
area as a staff singer. Mr. Romero has a music 
degree from MSU and Master of Music from the 
University of Denver. Mr. Romero has appeared 
on the series several times and has served as 
Sunday evening accompanist at the Cathedral 
Basilica. See link on our concert page 
www.denvercathedral.org/concerts 
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Chapter Election in May 
n May, the Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter of 
the AGO will elect six members to positions of 

leadership on the chapter board of directors. 
Positions to be filled are Treasurer, Secretary, one 
Member-at-Large for two years to fill a vacancy, 
and three Members-at-Large for terms of three 
years. A mail-in ballot will be included in the May 
issue of The Drawknob. The Nominating 
Committee presents this slate of candidates. 

Diane Gallagher, Joyce Shupe Kull, 
and Kimber Smith 

Treasurer — Cathy Bruno 
Cathy Bruno, BS, 
MBA, BA, SPC, has 
sung in church 
choirs since grade 
school. She retired in 
2013 from a career 
as a health care 
executive. With a 
goal to be a church 
musician, she earned 
a BA in music in 
2016 from the 
University of Maine (Orono, Maine) studying 
pipe organ with Dr. Kevin Birch. She served as 
music intern at St. Paul the Apostle Catholic 
parish in Bangor, Maine, during her senior year 
where, in addition to service playing, she gained 
experience in choir training and program 
administration. Since moving to Denver in 
October 2016, Cathy has sung in choirs and 
substituted as organist and pianist at multiple 
churches. She currently sings with the choir at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception 
and substitutes as organist when the director is 
away. She also sings with the Vittoria Ensemble. 
Cathy is an active board member serving as 
Secretary of the St. John’s Organ Society (Bangor, 
Maine), where she was instrumental in organizing 
conferences in 2010 and 2017, and as the 
Treasurer of the Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter 
of the AGO and recently as co-treasurer of AGO 
Denver 2019 convention. She passed her AGO 
Service Playing Certificate exam in February 
2019. 

Secretary — Andrew Crisman 
Andy Crisman, SPC, 
has served as 
Organist and Pianist 
at All Saints 
Episcopal Church in 
Loveland, CO since 
2010. He received 
his B.Mus. in Music 
Education from the 
Crane School of 
Music at SUNY 
Potsdam in 1996, and 
his M.Mus. in Trombone Performance from the 
University of Colorado at Boulder in 1998. He 
studied piano with Geraldine Rhodes and organ 
with Brian du Fresne. Andy has taught band and 
choir in the Thompson School District since 1999, 
and has served for the past seven years as the 
President of the Thompson Education 
Association. Andy also serves as bass trombonist 
with the Longmont Symphony Orchestra. Andy 
lives in Loveland with his wife, Danielle, and two 
thirteen-year-old sons, Jacob and Herbie. 

Board Member (2023) — Denise Lanning 
Denise Lanning, 
B.M., M.M., FAGO, 
is a graduate of the 
University of 
Cincinnati College-
Conservatory of 
Music, where she 
received the 
Bachelor of Music 
and Master of Music 
degrees in organ 
performance. She 
has served churches in Kentucky, Ohio, 
Washington and Colorado as music director, choir 
director and organist. Denise is active in the 
Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter of the American 
Guild of Organists where she was program 
coordinator for Southwest Regional Convention 
2019, is currently chapter Examination 
Coordinator, and was most recently appointed 
chapter Education Coordinator. She has been an 
adjudicator for RCYO competitions and has 
authored a workbook titled In the Beginning . . . 
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An Encounter with Improvisation at the Organ 
published by Wayne Leupold Editions. A strong 
advocate for continuing education, she studied for 
and earned the Guild’s Associate and Fellow 
certificates. She has served as regional education 
coordinator and from 2007-2013 as director of the 
Committee on the New Organist (CONO). She is 
organist at Calvary Baptist Church, Denver, an 
American Baptist congregation that is open and 
affirming. Denise is a member of Alliance 
Française de Denver and is brave enough to risk 
speaking French (still a work in progress) in 
public when given the opportunity. She is an 
unenthusiastic cook and looks for every chance to 
make reservations rather than dinner. Many days 
per week you will find her at the health club 
enjoying cycling, yoga, Zumba, and body combat 
classes. For the past two years she has been 
working with a personal trainer who shows no 
mercy. However, playing the organ is still one of 
her greatest passions. 

Board Members (2024) — Mark Kelly, 
Charles Nolen, and Cheryl Saborsky 
Mark Kelly 
graduated from 
Presbyterian 
College in Clinton, 
South Carolina 
where he earned a 
Bachelor of Science 
degree in 
Economics and a 
Minor in Music 
Performance. He 
attended classes 
offered by 
Westminster Choir College and the Robert Shaw 
Institute in Atlanta. Over the past 34 years he has 
served 6 congregations in South Carolina, Florida, 
and Colorado. He has performed in choral groups 
such as the Laurens and Greenwood Chorales 
(SC), the Palmetto Mastersingers (SC), and the 
Central Florida Community Arts Choir. He has 
been a member of the Greenwood (SC), Columbia 
(SC), Central Florida and Rocky Mountain 
chapters of the AGO. He is Music Director at St. 
Gabriel’s Episcopal Church in Cherry Hills 
Village. Mark’s full-time vocation is in the media 
delivery industry. He is the proud father of his 

daughters, Rachel Kelly Wade (and son-in-law 
John), and Mary Katherine “MK” Kelly.  
Charles Nolen, B.A., 
M.M., is the Director 
of Sacred Music and 
Organist at St. John 
Vianney Theological 
Seminary, and the 
Liturgical Music 
Specialist for the 
Archdiocese of 
Denver. He oversees 
the musical life of the 
Seminary 
accompanying daily 
liturgies, providing vocal training for the 
seminarians, and teaching courses on sacred 
music. Charles is responsible for the music at all 
major liturgies of the Archdiocese, conducts the 
Archdiocesan Chorale, and serves as a resource to 
the Archbishop, parishes, and music directors of 
the Archdiocese. Prior to this, Charles served as 
the Director of Music and Organist at the 
Cathedral of St. Andrew in Grand Rapids, MI. He 
served as the Pastoral Associate for Liturgy and 
Music at Our Lady of Loreto Parish in Foxfield, 
CO from 2011-2017. Charles has held a number 
of positions on AGO Boards for the Memphis and 
Denver Rocky Mountain AGO Chapters. He holds 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Music from Rhodes 
College and the Master of Music degree in Organ 
Performance from the University of Memphis. 
Charles lives with his wife and three teenagers in 
South Aurora, in a home where the singing is 
constant and the Nerf battles are frequent. 
Cheryl Saborsky, 
B.M., M.A., CAGO, 
a native of Denver, 
holds a masters 
degree in piano 
performance at the 
University of 
Denver, where she 
subsequently joined 
the piano faculty 
there. She was a 
winner in the piano 
concerto competition 
at the 2007 Piano Texas International Academy 
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and Festival in Fort Worth; second prize concerto 
winner in the 2004 Piano Celebration at 
Metropolitan State College. She has performed 
piano concerti with the Arapahoe Chamber 
Orchestra, the Mercury Ensemble, Colorado 
Chamber Orchestra, and the Aspen Music Festival 
where she was a student. She has performed many 
piano recitals in Colorado. As an accompanist, she 
was rehearsal accompanist for Central City Opera 
for two years, Colorado Symphony with Andrew 
Litton, professional choirs, soloists and 
instrumentalists, musicals, and recitals. She has 
performed chamber music with the Boulder 
Chamber Orchestra, and the J. S. Bach Triple 
Harpsichord Concerto with Colorado Chamber 
Orchestra in Boulder. She teaches piano privately. 
Cheryl has also had a 30-year tenure as vocal 
music teacher in the Denver Public Schools and 
was awarded “Trendsetters in Music Education” 
from MENC. In 2008, she was a speaker at the 
National MTNA Convention speaking on 
collaborative careers for church pianists and 
church organists. Her first church organ position 
began in 1968 at Mile High Church, followed by 
two years at First Baptist on the Aeolian Skinner, 
and Grace UMC. She is currently organist/pianist 
at Hope United Methodist Church. She earned her 
CAGO while she was studying organ with Dr. 
Joseph Galema. Cheryl is deeply grateful for six 
years of his superb teaching and her passion for 
organ continues to grow. Thank you to Mark 
Filbert for being her CAGO proctor. Cheryl feels 
it is an honor to be asked to be a board member of 
the Denver Chapter of AGO! 

Piano Interest 
A friend of the chapter is seeking a home for the 
complete Sherwood Music School Piano 
Course. This multi-volume set includes 
instruction in theory, harmony, technic, and 
history with books of exercises, compositions, 
lessons, and texts, and was developed at the 
Sherwood Music School in Chicago beginning in 
1928. Contact editor Tom Strickland, 
DrawknobEditor@q.com, to reach the owner. 
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Substitute Organist Needed 
Sunday, May 2 at 1030 am for service at Green 
Mountain UMC located in Lakewood, CO. It is 1 
hour, prelude, postlude, 2 hymns for $125. 
Contact Melissa Sussman, 303-667-7780, 
mucikmama@gmail.com 

Employment Opportunities 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 

Music Director-Choirmaster, St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, St. John’s is an active 
congregation and spiritual sanctuary in an historic 
stone building in the heart of Boulder, Colorado. 
Music is inextricably woven into our liturgy. We 
are currently streaming with choir voices and a 
professional vocal quartet. When we return to in-
person, the Music Director will lead the 30-
member choir serving at our main service as well 
as all other musical activities of the church. The 
Music Director is also expected to participate in 
services such as weddings, funerals and 
community commemorations. The Music 
Director oversees all choirs and organists and 
reports to our Rector. To apply, please provide a 
cover letter expressing your interest in the 
position, your Curriculum Vitae including three 
references, plus links to recorded performances. 
Please send these to office@stjohnsboulder.org. 
Priority will be given to applications received by 
May 1, 2021. The job description is available on 
our website, www.stjohnsboulder.org. 
First United Methodist Church in Greeley, CO, 
has opened a search to find a new 
organist/accompanist. 6-8 hours a week for 
rehearsals and worship services. The ideal 
candidate would have the ability to sight-read 
hymns, perform prelude, postlude, and pre-roll 
weekly for services, accompany choir, soloists, 
and instrumentalists. If you are interested in 
applying, please email a cover letter and your 
resume to office@fumcgreeley.org. A full job 
description is available upon request. Call 970-
353-5522 for more information. We are accepting 
applications and resumes until the position is 
filled. 


