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The Dean’s Mixture 

appy New Year. 2021 
is here! I admit that 

just a few months ago 2021 
seemed so far in the future. 
As I reflect on 2020, I 
realize that the work often 
seemed so different. 
However, in retrospect, the 
end result was pretty much 
the same: there was music for worship, people 
making the music knew that they had ensured that 
those worshipping had music and the music had 
been prepared with great care. 
As I mentioned in my article last month, one of 
the positive outcomes of 2020 is that we have 
readily-accessible high quality resources—
training, concerts, you name it. 
Check out our FaceBook page (more in Ben’s 
article in this newsletter), our website, and the 
national AGO’s website: (www.agohq.org 
The national AGO has a number of webinars 
(complete with registrations). Here are just a few 
examples: 
 
How We Worship: 
The Ever-Changing Environment  
January’s Webinar is on Monday, January 11, 
4:00 pm EST 
Join organists David Enlow, Leslie Wolf Robb, 
Matthew Burt, Meaghan King, and Alex Oldroyd 
in a panel discussion that addresses the unique 
challenges they face based on state and 
denomination restrictions in their houses of 
worship. To attend this webinar, please register 
on the national website.  
 

AGOYO AGO Young Organists)  
Fridays at Noon EDT 
A remarkable and enjoyable series 
https://www.youtube.com/user/guildoforganists 
January 8, 2021, Webinar: Young Conductors‘ 

and Organists’ Guide to Church Music 
February 12, 2021: Organ Crawl at the 

Wanamaker Organ 
March 12, 2021, Panel Discussion: Board 

Positions in the Guild and Serving in 
Leadership Roles 

April 9, 2021, Organ Factory Tour at Taylor & 
Boody 

May 7, 14, 21, 28, 2021: Young Organists Recitals 
The music publishers continue to address issues 
and music suitable for making virtual music. 
AND, last, but certainly not least: Our chapter has 
a season full of wonderful programming starting in 
January. How lucky are we! 
Here’s to a safe and healthy 2021! 
Billie Busby Smith, Dean  

R.I.P. Mary Lou Bloede 
ary Lou Bloede passed away in May 2020, 
at the age of 93, as a result of complications 

from COVID-19. A long-time member of the 
A.G.O., she served as the main organist at The 
Iliff School of Theology, Kirk of Bonnie Brae, 
and Calvary Presbyterian Church following her 
arrival in Denver in 1974. She also frequently 
substituted as organist at a number of local 
churches, including at her home church, 
University Park United Methodist.  

May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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Stay Connected on FaceBook 
ur chapter Facebook page was created in 
late 2010, with the intent to provide updates 

for concert listings and programs. After regular 
postings began in 2012, the page has shared 
hundreds of musical calendar events throughout 
the metro and Front Range area.  

https://www.facebook.com/agodenver 
While the events moved online during the 
pandemic, our page continues to share local and 
national concerts, technology discussions for 
worship services, and workshops designed to 
improve all our skills. Each post is linked to the 
chapter website, so you do not need to sign in for 
the read-only version. More input would be 
appreciated from our followers. While we are 
unable to gather together, shared ideas over an 
online forum can help us reach those interested in 
our field. Share and comment on these posts, and 
our audience will return in the near future. 
peace, 
Benjamin Ehrlich, Calendar Coordinator 
ehrlichbenjamin88@gmail.com 

Music in the Mountains & Plains: 
A Zoom Brief History of the Pipe 

Organ in Colorado 
Friday, February 19, 7:30 P.M. 

Zoom link available later 
aniel Romero will tell how Colorado’s 
historic boom and bust economy along with 

the region’s geographic isolation had a great 
impact on organ building in the state. This, 
coupled with the work of early organ builders and 
organists, have shaped the unique history of the 
organ in Colorado. This presentation will include 
a discussion of the work of Colorado’s first organ 
builder; Charles Anderson, the work of Fred 
Meunier, who installed 90% of the instruments in 
the state between 1921 and 1960, and the work of 
more recent organ builders. The presentation will 
also include many photographs and a review of 
Colorado’s significant organs. In addition to the 
history presentation, we will also include some 
music played on the historic 1890 Farrand and 
Votey organ at Our Merciful Savior Episcopal 
Church in Denver, played by Linda Mack and 
Daniel Romero.  

 
Our Merciful Savior Church 
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Coming Events 
March 6, 2021 
Historical Denver Walking Tour 
(tentative date; rescheduled from December) 
 
April 2021 
Zoom Members Recital 
Friday, April 23, 7:30 p.m. 
Calvary Baptist Church. See article below. 
 
May 2021 
Zoom Pentecost Celebration 
Sunday, May 23, 4:00 p.m. 
Restive music and Installation of AGO Denver 
Chapter Officers and Board Members. 

April Chapter Members 
Concert 

Hope and Resurrection 
ou are cordially invited to play in a members 
concert on Friday evening, April 23, 2021 at 

Calvary Baptist Church, Denver at 7:30 pm. The 
theme for this post-Easter concert is Hope and 
Resurrection. This will be an opportunity for you 
to play again some of the music that you played, 
or had hoped to play, on Easter.  
At this time, we do not know if the concert will be 
with audience in attendance, or live-streamed.  
To find out more about the organ at Calvary, go to 
the church website, www.calvarydenver.org, click 
Worship, then Our Organ. 
Please contact Denise Lanning at 
deniselanning@netscape.net or 303-913-2452, if 
you would like to play. Deadline for requesting to 
participate is March 15, 2021. 

Romero at Basilica 
unday, January 10 at 3:00 p.m., Daniel 
Romero will present Concert Meditations on 

the Epiphany and Baptism of the Lord at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Immaculate Conception. 
Daniel is a Denver-based organist, and newly-
named Minister of Music and organist at 
Augustana Lutheran Church in Denver. Daniel 
has served as interim organist, substitute organist, 

and Sunday evening pianist at the Cathedral 
Basilica. He holds the CAGO certification from 
the American Guild of Organists, as well as 
degrees in music. His program will feature music 
for the Epiphany of the Lord and the Baptism of 
the Lord. Composers include J. S. Bach, 
Tournemire, Duruflé, Phillips, and Sowerby. To 
watch this program, go to denvercathedral.org and 
click on the Facebook tab on the left side of the 
screen. This link should also reach the concert: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/22789107022
55626?ref=110 

Let’s start at the very 
beginning . . . 

(a very good place to start). 
o, I haven’t fallen victim to too many 
viewings of the Sound of Music.  

One of my many goals during this time of 
lockdown/quarantine was to explore the National 
AGO website, moving beyond education and 
certification, which is usually where I spend most 
of my website time. However, I wasn’t sure where 
to start. So, perhaps, I thought, it might be wise to 
start at the very beginning, with the heading on the 
toolbar at the left that says ABOUT (right next to 
HOME). 
One of the options on the dropdowns is of 
particular interest to me: AGO at a Glance. How 
often, when you are encouraging someone to join 
the Guild, has that person said, “Why should I join 
the Guild”. That question has often left me 
searching for a convincing response. I know in my 
heart why I am a Guild member, but sometimes 
we need to have answers stored in our heads. The 
Value Propositions (16 bullets!) lead off with 
sentences that begin with Connect, Enjoy, 
Receive, Enhance, Learn. The extensive Major 
Program listings include 30 online video lessons 
for the new organist, as well as information on 
Pipe Organ Encounters (did you know that the 
DRMC has hosted two of them)? For those 
interested in major trends and research, take a look 
at Vox Humana, the Guild’s online journal. 
Another dropdown option in ABOUT, is History 
and Purpose, with listings that provide more 
excellent reasons for Guild membership, and are 

Y 

S 

N 



 4 

worth memorizing. Also, by clicking the folder at 
the bottom, you can access articles with additional 
in-depth information. 
And this I just the beginning.  
So, take a good look at the information listed 
under ABOUT, and discover many more reasons 
why Guild membership is so valuable.  
Denise Lanning, FAGO  
DRMC Education Coordinator 

AGO Music Swap 
ver the past few years our chapter has 
maintained an organ music swap for our 

members. This has been a great way for many of 
us to expand our repertoire. In addition, donations 
from recipients of this music has been a source of 
funds to support our scholarship program. While 
many of our normal activities have slowed or 
stopped during this time, exploring new music can 
continue. While called a “swap,” there is no 
obligation to trade music. Monetary contributions 
toward the Student Scholarship Program are 
welcome, but not required. 
The DRMC AGO Music Swap inventory is filled 
with riches just waiting for you to sample.  When 
we have regular events, I've been able to bring 
items for attendees to peruse, but now that we are 
limited in getting together, I would still like to 
make this music available to chapter members to 
give you an opportunity to expand your repertoire 
during these times.  I welcome requests to search 
for items in the inventory. You may contact me 
via email or phone if there are specific items you 
would like. In this issue I will outline general 
categories in which I have the music organized. If 
there is interest, in future I can publish more 
specific information on these categories. In 
addition to organ music, we currently have a 
significant amount of piano music, both standard 
classical repertoire as well as a wealth of teaching 
materials. 

Categories of Organ Music 
Bach 
French — Baroque through 20th century 
Hymn and chorale arrangements 
Hymn free harmonizations 
Single composer collections 

General collections 
Transcriptions 
Seasonal Music (Advent-Epiphany, Lent-Easter, 
Patriotic-Thanksgiving) 
Wedding Music 
St. Cecilia Series 
Organ Methods and other Educational Materials 
Please give me a call or e-mail if you are interested 
in exploring this great resource.   
Linda Mack 
269-313-7593 or email 
lindajoymack@hotmail.com 

Happy New Year! 
It’s time to play: 

Do You Know Our Chapter 
Leadership? 

1. Who is our chapter Dean? 
 a. Billy Jean King 
 b. Billie Smith 
 c. Billy Joel 
 

2. Who is our chapter Sub-Dean? 
 a. Ricki Moyer 
 b. Ricki Lake 
 c. Ricky Gervais 
 

3. Who is our chapter Secretary? 
 a. Denise Richards 
 b. Denyce Graves 
 c. Denise Moore 
 

4. Who is our chapter Treasurer? 
 a. Catherine Middleton 
 b. Catherine Bruno 
 c. Catherine of Aragon 
 

5. Who is our chapter Registrar? 
 a. Diane von Fürstenberg 
 b. Diane Lane 
 c. Diane Gallagher 
 

6. Who was our 2019 Southwest Regional 
Convention Coordinator? 

 a. Brian du Fresne 
 b. Brian Eno 
 c. Brian Wilson 
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7. Who was Music Director and Academy 
Organist at the USAFA for almost 32 
years? 

 a. Joe Montana 
 b. Joe Galema 
 c. Joseph Smith 
 

8. Who is our Southwest Regional 
Councillor? 

 a. Cheryl Ladd 
 b. Sheryl Crow 
 c. Sheryl Sebo 
 

9. Who is our Drawknob Editor? 
 a. Tom Brady 
 b. Thomas Jefferson 
 c. Thomas Strickland 
 

10. Who is our Placement Director? 
 a. Ben Vereen 
 b. Ben Ehrlich 
 c. Ben Roethlisberger 
 

11. Who is our Grants Writer? 
 a. Carole King 
 b. Carole Hedrick 
 c. Carols for Choirs 
 

12. Who is the Most Important Chapter Leader? 
 a. You! 
 b. You! 
 c. You!  

¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢ 
¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢ 
¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢ 
 
Answers 
1b, 2a, 3c, 4b, 5c, 6a, 7b, 8c, 9c, 10b, 11b, 12abc 
 

 

Employment Opportunities 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 

Lakewood UMC is seeking a part time 
“Community Curator” who will aid the church 
in growing in relationship with the people of 
Lakewood, and the organizations doing important 
work in our neighborhood. Lakewood United 
Methodist Church is entering into its 140th year 
of ministry seeking to “Celebrate 140 Year of 
God’s Abundance.” A part of its ministry plan in 
2021 involves the hiring of a very unique position 
that will partner with the Senior Pastor in growing 
in relationship with the people/families of our 
neighborhood, and also grow in relationship with 
community partners who are doing work that align 
with our mission and values as a United Methodist 
Church. This is a part-time, (20 hour/wk) position. 
Bonus points if you are an outside-of-the-(church) 
box thinker, know how to network, are familiar 
with West Colfax/West 40 Arts neighborhood, a 
self-starter, and a bridge builder–someone who 
likes to help people meet people. Part-time: $20K-
$23K/yr. If interested, please contact Rev. Ben A. 
David Hensley, ben@lumc.net. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


