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Fall Get Together and 
Music Swap 

any thanks to Ed and (former Sub-Dean) 
Linda Mack for hosting an outdoor music 

swap in their shady yard on September 19.  It was 
the perfect event for our pandemic times. The 
Macks arranged chairs and tables with appropriate 
spacing and organized the extensive music 
collection for convenient browsing.  
Contributions will go to the chapter’s Scholarship 
Fund.  Needless to say, everyone wore a mask and 
maintained proper distancing.  The Macks even 
provided hand sanitizer.  Current Sub-Dean Rikki 
Vorrath-Moyer delivered packaged sandwiches. 
When all of the usual AGO programs have either 
been cancelled, postponed or converted to a 
virtual event, this get together was a pleasant 
opportunity to have face to face conversations.  
Guests discussed how they had been passing time 
during the sequestration—maintaining church 
services by converting them to safe virtual events, 
taking walks, spending time with families.  And 
many found something to take home to their own 
music collection. 

Jill Dodds 

 

 
How many of these masked members can you 
identify? (Left below: Sam Chizmar, Michael 
Zehnder, Lara Jean O’Conner. Above: Your editor, 
Linda Mack, Norman Sutphin, Dan Romero, Billie 
Busby Smith.) 

The Dean’s Mixture 

ave you heard yourself say something like: 
“What I am doing this year is so different 

than this time last year.” “I spend more time with 
my computer, phone and earphones than with 
choir members.” “There must be better equipment 
to video or live stream with.” “How do I get 
permission live stream that work?” ”I miss 
making music with my choir!” (The list can go on 
and on!) Well, join the party!  
As Dean of a local AGO chapter, I am fortunate to 
frequently find opportunities in my mailbox to 
acquire new skills or ask an expert. It has been a 
long, busy spring and summer full of surprises and 
differing outcomes. Some have been good ones. 
Our chapter program gurus have totally changed 
our fall programming to accommodate COVID 
restrictions. These provide quality opportunities 
to safely enjoy the music we love so well. As in 
our churches we are finding that offering virtual 
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programming makes it possible for people, who 
otherwise would be unable, to attend our events. 
As with in-person events, we are not limited by 
inability to drive at night, mobility problems or 
distance. There will be a lot to think about when 
we return to in-person programming.  
We kicked off the year with our very fun socially-
distanced outdoor Fall Get Together (See a report 
elsewhere in this edition). Stay tuned to learn 
about the rest of our fall programs. 
The national AGO headquarters staff have 
continued to identify problems and address them 
through educational opportunities. Be sure and 
continue to check out The American Organist and 
the national website (agohq.org) to identify 
programs which might be helpful.  
In spite of the pandemic, there are all sorts of 
creative ideas bubbling up. We organists just will 
not be silent. It has been really exciting for me to 
see the numbers of organists who are playing on a 
variety of platforms. David Vogels has been busy 
keeping our local chapter website updated, as is 
Ben Ehrlich for our Facebook page and Tom 
Strickland with The Drawknob. If you have events 
coming up that would be educational or chances 
for the membership to hear wonderful music, 
please feel free to send information to me and/or 
to David, Tom and Ben.  
We hope to see more of you this year! As I 
mentioned in my article last month, there is a 
wealth of expertise in our local chapter. Share 
your questions and concerns with colleagues. We 
are finding that our members are doing music in 
SO many different ways. Chances are, someone 
can answer your question.  
Have a great fall!  
Billie  
Dean, Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter, AGO  

Registrar Notes 
elcome to new members of the Denver 
Rocky Mountain Chapter. Elizabeth 

Leech lives in Aurora, as does Tacy A. Melvin. 
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Published by the Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter 
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All items for publication must be submitted by the 20th of the 
month preceding publication. 

General items to the editor, Thomas Strickland, 4427 S. Atchison 
Cir., Aurora, CO 80015-1003, phone: 720-870-5503, e-mail: 
DrawknobEditor@q.com 

Calendar information and Employment Opportunities to 
Benjamin Ehrlich, 633 Pearl St., Apt. 403, Denver, CO 80203, 
phone: 720-236-0256; e-mail: ehrlichbenjamin88@gmail.com 

Dean: Billie A. Busby Smith, bilbuzbee@comcast.net 
Sub-Dean: Ricki L. Vorrath-Moyer, rickilmoyer@gmail.com 
Secretary: Denise Moore, denise_moore@comcast.net  
Treasurer: Cathy Bruno, cathy.bruno@gmail.com  
Registrar: Diane Gallagher, dianegallagher48@gmail.com 

Members at Large:  
Dan Dufford, Stephen Lockwood, Charles Nolen (2021) 
Carole Hedrick, Daniel Romero, Michael J. Zehnder (2022) 
Phil Bordeleau, Jill Dodds, Lara Jean O’Conner (2023)  

Chapter address, New website address, and Facebook 
P.O. Box 101448, Denver, CO 80250-1448 
www.agodrmc.org 
www.facebook.com/agodenver 

November Chapter Event 
Reflection and Remembrance: 
Music, Readings, and Prayers 

Friday, November 13, 2020, 7:30 P.M. 
inks to the virtual concert at Christ Episcopal 
Church will be provided. A zoom reception 

following is also planned. 
In our search for diversity, inclusion, and care, we 
are reimagining the March 2020 program of the 
Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter featuring our 
own members in a program combining music and 
the spoken word—an event that had to be 
postponed due to the pandemic. Chapter members 
will present music and readings drawing from a 
wide range of music, cultures and traditions. We 
will also honor the memories of our members who 
have passed since our last Service of 
Remembrance in May 2019. 
Performers presenting organ works include 
Carole Hedrick, Phil Bordeleau, Dan Romero, 
David Vogels, Billie Busby Smith, and Linda 
Mack. Cellist James Fittz and pianist Stephen 
Lockwood will also perform. A wide range of 
music with a global reach will be heard, including 
J. S. Bach, “Partite diverse sopra Sei gegrüßet Jesu 
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gütig,” BWV 768 and two African American 
spiritual arrangements. Works for cello and organ 
are “Kol Nidrei” by Max Bruch and “Prayer” by 
Ernest Bloch. For piano, “Bardo Sonata” by Alan 
Hovhaness will be heard. Rounding out the 
presentation are some 20th century organ works, 
“Psalm-prelude II” by Herbert Howells, “My road 
has its crest and its groundswell” by Arvo Pärt, 
and an improvisation on a Latin American tune. 
Readings, poetry, and prayers are drawn from 
Eastern, Native American, African-American, 
Jewish, and medieval mystical traditions. 
We are grateful to Christ Episcopal Church and 
Music Director Dan Dufford for hosting this 
event. The virtual presentation of this experience 
allows us to invite our friends, colleagues, from 
near and far. Look for details for connecting in the 
November Drawknob. We also plan to post the 
links and program on our website when they are 
available. 

Chapter Calendar 
Friday, November 13, “Music, Readings, and 
Poetry of the Contemplative Season.” See page 2. 
Saturday, December 5, 9:30 am-12:30 pm  
9th Annual Historic Denver Pipe Organ Tour 
of Three Downtown area churches 
Invite your friends to join the Denver AGO and 
Historic Denver on a walking tour 
of three historic downtown Denver churches 
(location details coming soon). Enjoy beautiful 
architecture and organ music. In order to maintain 
social distancing guidelines at each of the 
facilities, this walking tour will be limited to 50 
participants. Tickets must be purchased in 
advance on the Historic Denver website at 
https://historicdenver.org/tours-events/walking-
tours/. Tickets go on sale September 15, 2020. 
Ticket prices:  
Sept. 15–Oct. 31: $20 for AGO and Historic 
Denver members (with Promo code 
AGOMEMBER2020) $25 for non-members 
Nov. 1–Dec. 5: $25 for AGO and Historic Denver 
members (with Promo code 
AGOMEMBER2020) $30 for non-members  
Buy your tickets early and save!  
More events in preparation. 

R.I.P Kathryn Bowers 
r. Kathryn Smith Bowers, one of Denver 
Rocky Mountain Chapter’s newest 

members, having joined in June of 2019, passed 
away on Tuesday, June 30, 2020 from 
complications following heart surgery. 
Kathy was born in Ventura, California, daughter 
of Dr. Newton C. Smith and Mary Ellen Smith. 
She earned her Bachelor of Music Education 
degree from Northwestern University, her Master 
of Music degree from the University of Oregon, 
and her Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the 
University of Illinois. Further choral studies led 
her to Germany and Great Britain where she sang 
with the Frankfurter Kantorei, the Gächinger 
Kantorei, and the Chicago Symphony Chorus. 
For 26 years, Kathy served as director of choral 
studies and coordinator of music education at 
Webster University, St. Louis, Missouri. 
Following retirement in 2010, she moved to Estes 
Park, CO, where she served as organist and choir 
director at Saint Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church. While in Estes Park, she studied organ 
with Dr. Richard Billingham, FAGO, and studied 
for and passed the AGO Service Playing 
Certificate Test in May of 2020. Prior to her death, 
she received word that she had successfully 
earned the certificate.  
Kathy is survived by her husband, David Bowers, 
with whom she had recently moved to Longmont, 
CO, and a loving extended family.  

May the souls of the faithful departed,  
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
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Pipe Organ Available 
n 11-rank pipe organ is available to someone 
willing to remove it. Contact Mike Ochs, 

303-978-0725, mike.e.ochs@earthlink.net 

Concerts at the Cathedral 
Basilica 

SEASON SIX 
n these times of pandemic responsibility, we 
have moved our Concerts at the Cathedral 

Basilica online. We hope all of our parishioners, 
friends and visitors are able to enjoy the selections 
from these talented musicians. Concerts may be 
accessed through the Basilica’s FaceBook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/CBICDenver 
Alex Sierra  
Concert Tenor singing sacred tenor favorites by 
Bach, Durante, Verdi, Joncas, Bizet. 
Accompanied by Phil Bordeleau, Cathedral 
Sacred Music Director. Now available on the 
Cathedral Basilica Facebook page. 
Jennifer Davis  
Upcoming on October 25. Livestreamed concert 
at 3 pm and available on demand thereafter. Bach 
Cantata 51 for solo soprano, Jauchzet Gott in allen 
Landen, and works by Resphighi and Roger-
Ducasse for soprano. Phil Bordeleau at the organ. 

Employment Opportunities 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 

First United Methodist Church in Greeley, CO 
is opening a search to find a new 
organist/accompanist.  We are looking for 
someone that is able to commit to 6-8 hours a 
week to the music ministry of FUMC – Greeley, 
CO.  These hours are mainly used for rehearsals 
and worship services.   The ideal candidate would 
have the ability to sight-read hymns, perform 
prelude, postlude, and pre-roll weekly for 

services, accompany choir, soloists, and 
instrumentalists.  The ideal candidate would be 
able to attend all required rehearsals, services, and 
have some scheduling flexibility during the busier 
liturgical seasons, such as, Advent and Lent, as 
well as during the present Covid-19 pandemic.  
The ideal candidate would be able to work well 
with others and take direction well.  As the church 
organist, you would be first choice to play for 
funerals, weddings, and any extra events 
facilitated by the church.  If you are interested in 
applying please e-mail a cover letter and your 
resume to office@fumcgreeley.org.  A full job 
description is available upon request.  Call 970-
353-5522 for more information.  We are accepting 
applications/resumes now through October 9, 
2020. 
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