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September Chapter Event 
Summer Organ Scholarship 

Student Concert 
Monday, September 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Denver South Seventh Day Adventist Church 
2675 S. Downing St., Denver, CO 80210 
lan to attend our first concert of the 2021-2022 
program year, featuring our nine summer 

organ scholarship students. It will be held on 
Monday evening, September 13, 2021 at Denver 
South Seventh Day Adventist Church at 7:00 p.m. 
Ample parking is available in the church lot.  
A reception and music swap will follow the 
concert, allowing for time to greet the students and 
compliment them on their achievements.  
Teachers: Invite your organ students to hear our 
scholarship students and encourage them to 
become guild members. 
Thank you to the many chapter members who 
have contributed their time and talent in order for 
this program to occur.  
COVID requirements: The church requests that 
unvaccinated attendees wear masks, and masks 
are optional for all others. Masks will be available 
at the door. Performers will not be required to 
wear masks when they play. Pews are roped off to 
accommodate social distancing. 

 

The Dean’s Mixture 
ere we are again, at the beginning of another 
musical season. A year like none other for 

sure. We have been enjoying less restrictive times 
and now we face a troubling variant and 
breakthrough cases of COVID. It is yet another 
time of trying new things and looking both 
forward and backward. 
Our Executive Board had a special unscheduled 
meeting. We enjoyed planning our in-person 
concert featuring our nine young High School 
organ scholars. We discussed this program in 
terms of COVID restrictions as we did the other 
programs of the season. We are striving to ensure 
not only the quality of our programming, but the 
safety of all participants. 
Speaking of programming, the chapter’s season is 
full of excellent programs (See Ricki’s article in 
this edition for more information.) 
We are excited to be involved in the national AGO 
initiative, “The Year of the Young Organist.” Our 
chapter has a long history of supporting young 
organists with our annual Summer Organ 
Scholarship program and programs directed 
toward education for the younger organists. So 
here is the “ask.” If you know young organists (the 
definition by AGO is younger than 30), suggest 
AGO membership to them. IT IS FREE! For more 
information check out the AGO website. 
I decided to use the remainder of my article to 
celebrate our local community of local organists 
and church musicians. Throughout the “pandemic 
season,” I have enjoyed being part of this 
community—the many people who have reached 
out to those in need of support, providing 
consultation on musical or technological 
problems, sharing their love of music with their 
congregations and now being able to cheer on our 
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colleagues who are beginning to again play in 
public concerts. Important to note is the energy 
and enthusiasm of our chapter Board—both last 
year’s and the Board for 21-22. The sheer 
flexibility and the ability to make needed changes 
to programming always seemed to me to result in 
exciting substitutions. What a team! 
Hope to start seeing you soon, either virtually or 
in-person! 
Billie Busby Smith, Dean  
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Professional Certification 
utumn is just around the corner, school 
classes have started, our church program 

years are beginning, and Guild events are 
happening in a way that is more familiar. If you 
are not already in the process of working toward 
one of the AGO certification levels, now is the 
time to seriously consider a plan of preparation—
for this year or the next.  
Would you like to transpose hymns with ease? 
Are you baffled when faced with adapting an 
anthem to the organ? Have you ever wanted to be 
more skilled at sight reading, harmonization, or 
improvisation? Do you want to take your playing 

up to the next level? What new pieces do you want 
to learn this year? 
If your answers to these questions are yes, then 
you are an excellent candidate for the AGO 
certification program. The certification program is 
the Guild’s gift to you. All of us have areas in 
which we need more expertise. The certification 
program teaches to those areas that may have been 
missed in school, or that perhaps you may not 
have grasped the first (or second) time around. 
Pull out the July 2021 issue of The American 
Organist magazine and read pages 68-72. Give the 
requirements for each of the certification levels a 
close look. Don’t let the tiny print deter you. 
Imagine yourself initiating a program of study 
which leads to attaining one of these certificates. 
Also check the AGO website, www.agohq.org, 
and issues of TAO magazine throughout the year 
for updates. 
The Service Playing Certification Test may be 
taken any time between October 1, 2021 and 
March 31, 2022. The Colleague Examination may 
be taken in November or May, and the Choir 
Master, Associate and Fellowship Examinations 
are scheduled for the first week of June. Check 
page 68 in the July 2021 TAO for specific 
examination dates and deadlines for application 
submissions. 
Again, now is the time for preparation. Speak to 
any of our Denver Chapter members who hold 
certificates, and they will be more than happy to 
give you advice and encouragement. I am certain 
that most would say that once the habit of study is 
established, it doesn’t end when the certificate is 
earned. 
And . . . plan to attend the October 23 R-R-
Rocktober Skills Fest. Find specific information 
elsewhere in this month’s Drawknob. 
Denise Lanning, FAGO 
Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter Education and 
Certification Coordinator 
deniselanning@netscape.net 
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2021-2022 AGO Program Year 
Other events may be added. 
Monday, September 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Summer Scholarship Student Recital 
Denver South Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Saturday, October 23, 9:00–11:30 a.m. 
R-R-Rocktober Skill Fest 
Certification workshop with Jan Kraybill 
Church of the Ascension (Episcopal), Denver 
Saturday, December 4, 9:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. 
Historic Organ Tour 
Churches in the Denver Capitol Hill area 
Friday, January 28, 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, 
January 29, 9:30 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 
Epiphany Hymn Festival and Hymn Playing 
Workshop with Michael Burkhardt 
Ascension Lutheran Church, Littleton 
Friday, November 5, 7:30 p.m. 
Organ Music by Women 
Lyn Loewi will conduct a one-hour zoom 
presentation about ten female composers (from 
Elfrida Andree and Ethel Smyth to Elizabeth 
Stirling and Florence Price) whose work shaped 
the history of women in composition. 
Friday, February 4, 7:00 p.m. 
Celebrating Black History Concert 
The Spirituals Project and Michael Boney 
First Plymouth Congregational Church, Cherry 
Hills Village 
Sunday, May 8, 3:00 p.m. 
Kris Rizzotto Organ Concert 
Location to be announced 
Sunday, June 5, 5:30 p.m. 
Pentecost Evensong, Annual Meeting,  
and Dinner 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Denver 

R-R-Rocktober Skills Fest 
Saturday, October 23, 2021 

ou, too, can score a walk-off World Series, 
7th game, ninth inning, two out winning home 

run by strengthening your skills at the organ. This 
fall, turn over a new leaf (pun intended). 
Resources for the course will include guild 
certification requirements and information on the 

new AGO Achievement Awards. Whether or not 
certification is in your future, everyone will 
benefit, especially your congregation, when you 
take your next step in these essential areas—the 
organist’s RRR (reading, ’riting, ’rithmatic)! 
Join Jan Kraybill, DMA, FAGO, on Saturday 
morning, October 23, 2021 from 9:00-11:30 at 
Ascension Episcopal Church, 600 Gilpin Street, 
Denver, CO 80218, as she presents strategies for 
mastering what every organist needs to know. 
The morning will begin with refreshments at 9:00. 
There is street parking on Gilpin Street. The 
church also has a small lot across the street from 
the church on the south side of Sixth Avenue. 
Current COVID requirements will appear in the 
October Drawknob. 
GRAMMY-nominated artist Jan Kraybill is a 
concert organist, pianist, harpsichordist, dynamic 
speaker—she was our Southwest Regional 
Convention 2019 opening convocation speaker—
educator, church musician, consultant, and 
enthusiastic cheerleader for the power of music to 
change lives for the better. 
In addition to maintaining a very active concert 
schedule, Dr. Kraybill is organ conservator at the 
Kauffman Center for the performing Arts in 
Kansas City, Missouri; organist-in-residence at 
the international headquarters of Community of 
Christ in Independence, Missouri; and organist at 
Village on Antioch Presbyterian Church in 
Overland Park, Kansas. 
Dr. Kraybill’s degrees in music education and 
piano and organ performance were earned at 
Kansas State University and the Conservatory of 

Music and Dance 
at the University of 

Missouri-Kansas 
City. She is a 
member of Mensa. 
Other extra-
musical interests 
include antiquing, 
lace making, and 
riding her Harley-
Davidson motor-
cycle. 
Photo by Floyd Gingrich 
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Farewell and Godspeed 
ong-time Denver Rocky Mountain Chapter 
member Doug Macomber has moved to 

southwest Michigan. Doug’s wife, Carol 
Macomber, will be studying for a doctorate in 
physical therapy at Andrews University, teaching 
part-time, and doing research. They will be 
building a retirement home and look forward to 
being close to family, many of whom have re-
located to the southwest Michigan area. While 
leaving Denver is bittersweet, Doug and Carol 
look forward to this new chapter in their lives. 

Music Swap 2021 
n the warm afternoon of August 7, in what 
has become an annual event, Ed and Linda 

(AGO District Convener for the Colorado 
District) Mack held an organ (and piano) music 
swap in their shady yard. They moved the swap 
outside last year as a safe alternative meeting 
place after social restrictions had been imposed to 
contain the spread of Covid. This year we were no 
longer required to wear masks but we still 
observed appropriate distancing. The chapter 
provided sandwiches, snacks, and bottled water. 
The Macks set up several tables to accommodate 
the considerable music collection which has been 
donated over the years; they are kind enough to 
house the music during the rest of the year. Linda 
has organized the music to make searching easier. 
You can find selections of Bach and numerous 
other composers, hymn and chorale arrangements 
as well as educational materials. 
There is no charge per se for the music, however, 
a donation is recommended and those funds go 
toward the Scholarship Fund which helps to pay 
for free summer organ lessons for teenage 
students who have passed a piano audition. 
Nineteen chapter members attended the swap and 
donated generously. 
The occasion also provided an opportunity to talk 
with other organists about new challenges that 
Covid has presented such as singing while 
wearing a mask. And it was interesting to hear 
about what other chapter members have been up 
to. 

Linda Dodds 

 
Several people peruse the music available. L-R 
Norman Sutphin, Linda Mack, Ed Mack, Cathy 
Bruno, Billie Busby Smith, and Sid Smith. 

Small Residence Organ for Sale 
Larry D. Ellis is selling his residence pipe organ. 
It currently has two ranks of pipes but the console 
and windchest are prepared for eight ranks. 
Complete details and many pictures can be seen at 
https://www.adorationpublishing.com/ellis-pipe-
organ/ Ellis can be reached through that website. 

Digital Organ for Sale 
Rodgers Allegiant 698. 3-manual drawknob 
instrument in excellent condition, built in 2009. 
Suitable for home or church use: internal 
speakers, prepared for external speakers and pipe 
interface. 184 stops. 8 MIDI/ORCH pistons; 50 
orchestral voices. 20 memory levels; 10 generals; 
20 divisionals; 10 toe pistons. Built-in sequencer 
for record and playback. USB memory storage. 
Dark oak color, includes bench. Contact Rick 
Seaton, 303-828-7739. 

Requiem for the Living  
Trinity Chancel Choir, Orchestra, and other 
members of the Denver choral community present 
Requiem for the Living by Dan Forrest at Trinity 
United Methodist Church, 1820 Broadway, 
Denver. Saturday, September 11, 7:00 p.m. and 
Sunday, September 12, 2:00 p.m. Each is 
preceded by a 10-minute organ recital. Admission 
is free. A free will offering with support Front 
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Line Health Care Workers. Judith Mitchell, 
Michael Ballard, and Taylor Gonzales, 
Conductors, Norman Sutphin, Organist. More 
details at https://trinityumc.org/events/music-arts-
concert/ 

Galema in Denver—Twice 
Sunday, September 19, 3:00 p.m. Basilica of the 
Immaculate Conception, 1535 Logan St., Denver. 
Sanctuary, Joseph Galema, organ. A program of 
organ music depicting worship experiences within 
a church sanctuary—a grand procession, 
glorifying God through liturgy and song, 
exchanging the peace, a pontifical march, a refuge 
of peace. Music by French 19th-century 
composers Dubois, Saint-Saëns, and Widor. 
Works from the 20th and 21st centuries century 
will also be featured by American composers 
Gwyneth Walker, Dan Locklair, David Blackwell, 
Craig Phillips, and Aaron David Miller.  
Sunday September 26, 4:30 p.m. Lamont 
Faculty Artist Recital Series—Joseph Galema, 
organ. Hamilton Recital Hall, Newman Center for 
the Performing Arts, 2344 E. Iliff Ave, Denver. 
TICKETS: $12 available through the Newman 
Center Box Office 303-871-7720. Music by J. S. 
Bach, Angela Kraft Cross, Théodore Dubois, 
Rachel Laurin, Dan Locklair, Florence Beatrice 
Price, Camille Saint-Saëns, and Charles-Marie 
Widor.  

Employment Opportunities 
Listings should be sent to Benjamin Ehrlich, 
contact information on page 2. 

Nativity of Our Lord Catholic Parish in 
Broomfield, Colorado, is looking for an organist 
to cover two Sunday morning Masses between 
mid-October and mid-January (a 3 month 
appointment). The organist will also accompany 
weekly choir rehearsals on Thursday evenings at 
7 PM. Experience playing for a Catholic liturgy is 
preferred, as is the ability to play under the 
direction of a conductor. The successful candidate 
will have great reading and leading skills, be able 
to play organ and piano, be available to cover holy 
day liturgies (including daytime and evening), and 
be available to play during our busy holiday 
season. For best consideration, please submit 

resume and sample audio/video recordings to Dr 
Marcia Marchesi (m.marchesi@nool.us) by 
September 15.  
Accompanist/Organist, First United Methodist 
Church, Boulder. Salary: $8,000 - $9,000 
commensurate with experience and based on 
workload hours: 10-15 hours/week estimated. 
First United Methodist Church of Boulder is 
looking for an experienced pianist and organist 
who can accompany our Chancel Choir and 
occasional Children’s Choir. Standard schedule 
includes weekly choir rehearsals and Sunday 
morning duties. Immediate supervisor is the 
Director of Music at First Church. Please send 
résumé and cover letter to 
jobs+music@fumcboulder.org  
Northglenn UMC is hiring a Pianist/Organist to 
provide accompaniment for Sunday services. 
Duties would include one hour on Sunday 
mornings and a two-hour rehearsal during the 
week. Contact Rev. Debra Wacker (303) 452-
5120 or church@numc.org.   
Providence Presbyterian Church in Parker is 
hiring a Director of Music whose duties include 
piano accompaniment of the choir and weekly 
services. A job description is available on the 
church’s website  
https://parkerpresbyterian.org/were-hiring/. 
Please email a letter of interest and resume to 
davepettit@providencepcusa.org. 
Mountain View UMC, Boulder is hiring a Hand 
Bell Choir Director. The position ranges between 
5-8 hours a week for rehearsals and worship 
services. To apply, or more information, please 
contact Brian du Fresne at worship@mtview.org. 
South Broadway Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) is a progressive, historic congregation 
located in downtown Denver. We have opened a 
search for a part-time Director of Music (15-
20hrs per week) The Director of Music would 
serve both as Choirmaster and Organist. Duties 
include: directing/playing in worship each Sunday 
morning and leading our Chancel Choir rehearsals 
on Wednesday evenings. Proficiency in both 
piano and organ is required. While our Sunday 
worship service is traditional, we welcome 
creativity and new ideas. SBCC has one of 
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Denver’s most beautiful worship spaces and our 
historic 12-rank Kimball organ was restored in 
2007 by Morel and Assoc. with the addition of a 
Rodgers three-manual 420 Trillium Masterpiece 
console, resulting in a truly extraordinary pipe-
digital instrument. Salary commensurate with 
experience. Please email 
urbanchalice@gmail.com  or call 303-589-6333 
for more information. 
Organist, First Congregational Church (UCC), 
2101 16th St. Greeley, CO 80631. 
https://www.firstconggreeley.com 
Approximately 20 hours/week beginning in 
August; compensation starting at $30,000, 
depending on experience. 2011 Quimby Pipe 
organ, 3 manuals, 38 ranks. For more information 
about the position, please contact Rev. Ben 
Konecny: revben@firstconggreeley.com  
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